

Course Mode Full-time

PROFESSIONAL COOKERY

Location

Milnthorpe Road Campus (MRC)

Duration

1 year

Level

1

Course Overview
This course runs over three days a week. You would spend one day in the restaurant, one day in the cafe and 1 day in a training kitchen, thus
gaining experience in lots of different settings. The course all falls within the main college day 9am-5pm.
This course gives students a realistic experience of working in a busy hospitality environment and with high end clients. For example, in the
morning you could be serving breakfast to the Lake District Hotel Association, followed by lunch in the college restaurant and then setting up a
buffet and canapes at the Town Hall. The department caters for many prestigious community events throughout the year, such dinners for the
Mayor and for the Cumbria Life Food and Drink Awards.
Students are given the opportunity to participate in many enrichment events over the year. Students will visit local hotels to gain an insight into
how these businesses operate and will be given the opportunity to travel abroad e.g. last year students visited Berlin and this year they are heading
to Amsterdam. As well as trips and visits, students will take part in internal, local and national competitions.
The Hospitality department also recruits a Culinary Team who are employed by the college to support additional corporate events, with the money
raised going into an end of year foreign experience. Students in previous years have visited top restaurants and hotels in Chicago, Dubai, Toronto,
China, Japan and this year will be flying to Italy.
The department runs parents evenings during the year and an End of Year Prize Giving Ceremony. The department also invites five guest chefs
into college to give students specific skill demonstrations.
All of our learners will be given support with their English and Maths skills where relevant to their main programme. Those students who have not

yet achieved a 'C' grade at GCSE in these subjects will continue to work towards these important qualifications at a level suited to them.
Your studies will be mainly practically based, and will form an introduction into the hospitality industry with theory lessons as well as research into
the industry, which you will have to do at home.
You will gain experience in the following areas:
- Setting up events and laying out tables
- Taking orders
- Bar service
- Serving customers in the restaurant
- Developing culinary skills: working with meat, fish pastry, desserts and breads
Practical and written assessments take place throughout the year. There is also an end of year practical exam which makes up 45% of the students
overall mark.

Entry Requirements
You should have two GCSEs at Grade 2 or above, including English, as well as a passion for food and food service.

After your course
All students are guaranteed a job at the end of their course. Our students have gone onto work as chefs, front of house staff, and managers in a
wide range of hotels and restaurants, including Michelin starred L'Enclume in Cartmel and Lakeside at Newby Bridge. We also have previous
students working in establishments from France to New Zealand and everywhere in-between!

Fees
Course fees are per year for full-time & degree-level courses, and per course for part-time courses.
The current full-time & degree-level fee information is related to the 2020/21 academic year and is subject to change before the start of the
course. Fees for 2021/22 will be updated in the Spring Term 2021. There may also be additional costs associated with the course.
You may qualify for financial support to cover the cost of a government-funded qualification up to and including Level 2, if you:
Receive an eligible means-tested benefit e.g. JSA, ESA or Universal Credit
Have an annual salary of less than £17,004
Are aged 16-18 on 31/08/20 and are not studying at another school/college
Are aged 19-23 on 31/08/20 and do not already have a Level 1 or 2 qualification
Have a household income under £25,000 and are in financial hardship
Student Finance
Whether you qualify for student finance depends on specific criteria. The main student finance package for full-time students includes a tuition fee

loan and maintenance loan for living costs. Part-time students can access a tuition fee loan to pay for your course.
Generally, you will only get student finance if you’re doing your first degree-level qualification. This is true even if your previous course was selffunded.
For further information please see www.gov.uk/student-finance.
Access to Learning Fund
The Access to Learning Fund is a non-repayable discretionary fund that gives students facing hardship extra financial support to access and remain
in higher education. This can is accessed via the college. Please speak to Student Services for more information.

